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SURVIVING AFTER THE 
DEATH OF YOUR CHILD

In April 2013, Charlotte Légaré died after a struggle  
with pancreatic cancer. Charlotte was the beloved 
daughter of Laurette and Gaston Légaré, and the wife  
of Pierre Dansereau.

A parent should not have to experience the extreme sadness associ-
ated with the death of a child. However, that is exactly what Laurette 
Légaré did. Today, at 97 years old, she has survived the passing of 
her husband, son, and daughter, Charlotte. 

CHARLOTTE, A WOMAN, A COLLEAGUE,  
AND GOOD FRIEND 

For twenty years, Charlotte worked at McGill University in the Gradu-
ate and Postdoctoral Studies Department. She was highly esteemed 
and deeply loved by her colleagues. In 1995, she was awarded the 
prestigious Award for Excellence in Service. With this award, the 
members of the administrative and support staff acknowledged 
Charlotte’s outstanding contributions to graduate and postdoctoral 
education. Charlotte was considered the heart of her department.  
In her honour, the university even lowered its flag to half-mast the 
day of her funeral.

CHARLOTTE DID NOT DIE IN VAIN 

No amount of money can bring Charlotte back. However, for Mrs. 
Légaré, creating the Charlotte Légaré Memorial Fund is one way she 
can keep her daughter’s memory alive and perhaps even save some 
lives in the process.  

“My gifts to the Cancer Research Society are my way of honouring 
her memory. I know that the money I give to the Society will go 
directly to funding research in pancreatic cancer – the cancer that 
ultimately took my daughter. I don’t want another family to go 
through the same suffering I did.”
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“We must move forward. It’s important for us to 
give some meaning to her death while at the same 
time thinking about future generations,” said Pierre 
Dansereau, Charlotte’s widower. “Charlotte would 
be so pleased that we have honoured her memory in 
this way and that research into pancreatic cancer will 
continue because of her.”

ABOUT PANCREATIC CANCER 

• Pancreatic cancer is the fourth leading cause of 
cancer death in both men and women.

• Pancreatic cancer has the lowest five-year survival 
rate for both females and males. Out of 100 women 
and 100 men, only eight women and seven men will 
survive five years after the diagnosis.

THE LEGACY OF CHARLOTTE  
AND LAURETTE  

The Charlotte Légaré Memorial Fund was created 
in 2013. To date, the donations to the Fund have 
financed three promising research projects in 
pancreatic cancer – projects that would not have 
seen the light of day without Mrs. Légaré’s support. 

“I know that my gifts also have the power to attract 
more donations. I hope that through my example 
others are inspired to give in order to fund cancer 
research,” Mrs. Légaré stated. “I hope that over 
time, we will be able to finance more research. I am 
delighted to hear about the advances made thus far 
in pancreatic cancer detection and treatment. I know 
that my gifts have contributed to these advances.  
I am happy that I am doing my part.” 

Mrs. Légaré is acting according to her convictions. 
Not only has she created the Fund, but she has also 
included the Cancer Research Society in her will. 
Thus, her legacy of giving to research will live on 
even after she is gone. 
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EXECUTIVE   
SUMMARY

Domenic Pilla
Chairman of the Board

Andy Chabot
President and Chief 
Executive Officer

Thanks to you, our research has an impact

Your donation and Mrs. Légaré’s, along with donations from our 
other 190,000 donors, have enabled the Cancer Research Society to 
fund 172 of the best research projects in Canada. Thanks to you, we 
have invested more than $14 million in our research programs. It is 
because of your support that we are able to make a maximum effort 
in preventing, detecting, and treating this terrible disease.

Among the projects funded through your donations is the Guzzo 
Environment-Cancer Research Chair of the Cancer Research 
Society in partnership with the University of Montreal. This project 
was instrumental in the historic judgment by the Superior Court of 
Quebec that three tobacco companies would have to pay more than 
$15 billion in punitive damages to nearly 100,000 Quebec victims, a 
first in Canada for such a class action. The methodology developed 
by world-renowned epidemiology researcher Jack Siemiatycki 
estimated that more than 90% of all lung cancers are legally 
attributable to smoking. This testimony was one of the determining 
factors in establishing the liability of the tobacco companies and in 
calculating the amount of compensation to be paid.

Doing more with your support

Although its mission is to fund research on all types of cancer, the 
Society remains aware of existing disparities in cancer research in 
Canada and throughout the world. Recent statistics indicate that 
some types of cancer receive less funding, even though they affect a 
vast majority of patients. The Cancer Research Society is committed 
to ensuring that all cancers are adequately supported and, in this 
regard, has established a number of alliances and partnerships 
to address this issue. In fact, the subject has received particular 
attention in the strategic planning of the Cancer Research Society.

Moreover, the Society is a member of the Canadian Cancer Research 
Alliance (CCRA), an umbrella organization of cancer funding 
agencies. The Cancer Research Society adheres to the objectives of 
the CCRA: to target more difficult-to-treat cancers and to establish 
new collaborations between research funding agencies. By funding 
“orphan” cancers, such as pancreatic or lung cancer, the Society is 
working to compensate for this disparity in cancer research. Mrs. 
Légaré’s visionary donation for pancreatic cancer highlights the 
urgency of addressing this gap and paves the way for the generosity 
of other donors.

Thanks to you, we are intensifying our fight against all 
cancers. Thank you for your trust and generosity!
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OUR IMPACT  
IN 2016

45.6%  
of the investments in 
partnership programs, 
mostly on specific 
types of cancer

42.4%  
of the investments  
in regular programs, 
on all types of cancer

Thanks to the 
generosity of donors 
and volunteers such 
as you:

190,000 
donors

44
partners

1,000
volunteers

106
members  
of evaluation 
committees

We have been able 
to support:

 172 
cancer research 
projects, of which 
20 concern 
underfunded  
cancers

4 
young, talented 
researchers in the 
Scholarships for the 
Next Generation of 
Scientists program 

35  
Institutions and 
cancer research 
centres

In Canada:

$14.1 million  
to fund research 
on all types of 
cancer, thereby 
contributing to 
the advancement 
of science aimed 
at preventing, 
detecting, and 
treating this 
disease.

12.0%  
of the investments in 
environment-cancer, 
on all types of cancer



WHERE DO YOUR 
DONATIONS GO?

Within the 2016 fiscal period, 
$14.1 million was distributed 
in support of 172 innovative 
research projects throughout 
Canada, of which 75 were  
new projects.

CANCER  
RESEARCH 

The Society’s mission is clear:  
To fund research on all types of cancer  
to improve the way we prevent, detect,  
and treat the disease. 

Without a doubt, research saves lives! 

A DECREASING MORTALITY RATE: 

The mortality rate for people diagnosed with cancer 
has fallen by 15.1% over the last 25 years.

AN INCREASING SURVIVAL RATE: 

In the 1940s, the five-year survival rate was 25%. 
Now, the overall rate is 60% and there are some 
cancers that have a much higher survival rate (breast 
and prostate cancer).

• Today, 87% of women who have received a breast 
cancer diagnosis succeed in overcoming it. The 
breast cancer mortality rate has reached its lowest 
point since 1950.

• The five-year survival rate for prostate cancer is 
above 96% for men between the ages of 49 and 
79. It is at 99% for men between 60 and 69 at the 
time of diagnosis.
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1. RESEARCH IS CHANGING THE BASIC 
WAY WE SEE CANCER CELLS:   
STARTING WITH OXYGEN LEVELS 

Dr. James Uniacke and his team at 
the University of Guelph in Ontario 
are examining why cancer cells thrive 
in stressful environments, such as hy-
poxia (lack of oxygen), while normal 
cells in the same conditions go into a 
dormant state and eventually die. When 
tumours adapt to hypoxia, they become very aggres-
sive. The mechanisms used by cancer cells to adapt 
could become a prime target for cancer therapy. Tar-
geting this mechanism would allow doctors to select-
ively attack cancer cells, while keeping healthy cells 
intact. Dr. Uniacke’s latest results were published in 
the prestigious journal Cell Reports.   

PS: Dr. Uniacke also received a Scholarship for the 
Next Generation of Scientists from the Cancer Re-
search Society in 2014! 

2. FINDING AN “OFF- SWITCH”  
FOR CANCER

Dr. Thomas Simmen, a researcher 
from the University of Alberta, and 
his team have found that a protein 
named TMX1 could function as an 
“off-switch” for cancer. His research 
results, funded by the Cancer Research 
Society between 2013 and 2015, were 
published in the August issue of The Journal of 
Cell Biology. The paper describes how TMX1 can 
determine the aggressiveness of a cancer. If tumour 
tissue has a lot of TMX1, chemotherapy treatments will 
work and reduce tumour growth via oxidative stress. 
In contrast, tumours with low TMX1 are resistant to 
treatment and grow much faster. Understanding 
what regulates the level of TMX1 in tumours will 
provide new therapeutic approaches targeting this 
mechanism. This work is currently being pursued as 
an international collaboration. Congratulations to  
Dr. Simmen and his team on their discovery!

RESEARCH  
WITH IMPACT 

CANCER  
RESEARCH 

3. INVESTIGATING CELLS WITH  
TUMOUR-KILLING CAPACITIES 

Gamma delta T-cells (γδ T cells) are special types 
of T-cells that kill many cancers, including breast 
cancer. Therapies based on these γδ  T cell levels 
are being studied because they are associated with 
better patient outcomes. 

Dr. Lynne-Marie Postovit and her 
team at the University of Alberta 
are learning exactly how these cells 
recognize breast cancer targets. 
They have learned which proteins on 
breast cancer cells are contacted by 
special receptors on γδ T cells enabling 
them to kill the tumour cells. However, tumour cells 
seem to protect themselves by producing a certain 
protein called Nodal – which is associated with poor 
patient outcomes. Nodal was shown to affect the 
maturity of the γδ T cell, and decrease its efficiency 
against cancer. As a result, when breast cancer cells 
make more Nodal, the γδ T cells have a harder time 
killing these cells. The reverse is also true. If Nodal 
expression is suppressed in breast cancer cells, then 
γδ T cells can kill cancer more easily. This study of 
Nodal and γδ T cells will help improve γδ T cell ther-
apies, while deepening the understanding of Nodal’s 
role in breast cancer.

Discover the recent advances our funded researchers have made in the past year  
– thanks to your donations!



4. PERSONALIZING TREATMENT
FOR PATIENTS WITH OVARIAN CANCER

Dr. Anne-Marie Mes-Masson, 2015 
recipient of a jointly funded Ovarian 
Cancer Canada/Cancer Research 
Society Operating Grant, has already 
achieved outstanding results in her 
research funded by generous donors! 
With her collaborator Dr. Diane Proven-
cher and their teams at the University of Montreal 
Health Centre, Research Centre (CRCHUM) in Que-
bec, she recently published a paper in Oncotarget, a 
highly respected scientific journal. Their results show 
that PARP inhibitors, a new class of drugs for ovarian 
cancer, do not work in all women with mutations in 
their BRCA genes. While trying to uncover factors 
that affect treatment response, Dr. Mes-Masson and 
her colleagues discovered that defects in other cel-
lular pathways affect the maximum benefit of these 
treatments. This work has allowed the team to propose 
a new model to distinguish patients who are likely 
to benefit from this class of drugs from women who 
will not respond to treatment and will therefore need 
different therapeutic approaches.

5. TREATMENTS OF CHILDHOOD  
CANCERS AND THEIR EFFECTS  
ON SURVIVING ADULTS 

Acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) is the most 
frequent cancer in children, and up to 80% of cases 
can be cured. However, many of these children may 
be at risk of experiencing treatment-related side 
effects as adults. This is what a group of pediatric 
cancer researchers is trying to determine. 

Dr. Daniel Sinnett, a researcher 
at the Centre de recherche du CHU 
Sainte-Justine in Montreal, is leading 
a project studying the late effects  
of childhood cancer treatments. This 
project is an initiative by the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research, funded in 
part by Cancer Research Society donors. The current 
data shows that some childhood ALL survivors seem 
to suffer from problems often encountered in older 
patients, indicating that the treatment they received 
for their cancer as children may trigger premature 
aging. There is a pressing need to address the 
childhood-to-adult transition in these ALL survivors. 
Dr. Sinnett and his team are currently studying this 
phenomenon.

“I was inspired by my mother-
in-law’s battle with ovarian 
cancer in the early 1990s. 
I came away with a strong 
sense that the way forward 
was to engage the patient’s 
immune system to recognize 
and attack the cancer.”
Dr. Brad Neslon
Vancouver, BC
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6. THE GRePEC PROGRAM

The goal of the GRePEC Program (Research and Pre-
vention Group on Environment-Cancer) is to support 
research teams and major research projects which 
study the links between the environment and cancer. 
This GRePEC program is made possible because of 
contributions from our donors, the Government of 
Quebec, and Rio Tinto Alcan. Three major research 
projects have been funded by the GRePEC program 
since its start, and two salary bursary awards have 
been granted. 

These GRePEC salary awards allow two Quebec uni-
versities (University of Montreal and McGill Univer-
sity) to create new epidemiologist positions. As a 
result, Dr. Scott Weichenthal and Dr. Vikki Ho were 
each offered a five-year salary award in 2016. 

“Outdoor air pollution is a complex 
mixture of gases and particles emit-
ted by a diverse range of sources 
including traffic, industry, and other 
combustion processes. My research 
program seeks to identify new en-
vironmental risk factors for cancer in-
cidence and other chronic illnesses that can be tar-
geted for regulatory/non-regulatory interventions 
to improve public health. Over the next four years, 
my program will provide state of the art informa-
tion on exposure-disease associations that have not 
been previously examined and will provide innova-

tive advances to air pollution exposure assessment 
for population-based studies. Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to address an important public 
health concern in Canada and around the world.”  

Dr. Scott Weichenthal,  
McGill University

“This salary award has made my pro-
gram of research on environment- 
cancer a reality. As a junior investiga-
tor, having support from the Cancer 
Research Society has enabled me to 
work at the University of Montreal and 
CRCHUM as part of a world-renowned 
team of researchers passionate about cancer pre-
vention. Our research team consists of experts in 
cancer epidemiology, occupational hygiene, clinical 
medicine and biostatistics. The opportunity to focus 
on the environment-cancer relationship through a 
multi-disciplinary approach, which I strongly believe 
is the future of science, would have been impossible 
without the support of the donors of the Cancer  
Research Society. A sincere thank-you to the donors 
for investing in improving the health of Canadians 
through the identification of lifestyle and environ-
mental factors that can be modified to prevent  
cancer from occurring in the first place.”

Dr. Vikki Ho,   
University of Montreal 
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IMPACT OF SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 
NEXT GENERATION OF SCIENTISTS

We often hear about Canada losing its 
best and brightest to the United States or 
elsewhere. Canadian science loses when 
this happens. 

The Cancer Research Society thinks this “brain drain” 
is an important societal issue, so much so that it has 
established a scholarship to help retain the most 
talented cancer researchers in Canada. The Society 
wants Canadian researchers to stay in Canada or to 
come back here to pursue their career after studying 
or interning abroad. 
 
With this goal in mind, the Scholarship program for 
the Next Generation of Scientists was born. The pro-
gram has two components and covers a three-year 
period. The first component is a one-year postdoc-
toral salary awarded to a candidate completing his 
or her fellowship. The second is an operating grant 
(for a maximum of two years and non-renewable) 
awarded once the candidate has obtained a faculty 
position at a recognized Canadian institution.

Description  Annual Amount

 1st phase
Postdoctoral   
fellowship for Year 1 $40,000 
Postdoctoral  
Researcher 

 2nd phase

Operating Grant   
for Researcher

 Total  $160,000

Year 3 $60,000

Year 2 $60,000

“I was very happy and fortunate to 
receive the Scholarship for the Next 
Generation of Scientists from the 
Cancer Research Society. It played a 
critical role in obtaining my current 
position as Assistant Professor at 
Université de Sherbrooke. My research 
goal is to understand how cancer treatments affect 
the immune system so that better immune-boosting 
treatments can be given to Canadians with cancer in 
order to prevent cancer spread and improve survival. 
I really appreciate this funding support to kick-start 
my research career.”

Lee-Hwa Tai, PhD
Awardee 2016
University of Sherbrooke, QC 

“Cancer affects so many Canadians 
in different ways. There is an un-
quenchable need to increase our 
understanding of the many facets 
of the disease. Cancer research is 
definitely an aim worth pursuing. My  
research looks at how cancer cells grow 
and die. Cells receive signals to tell them whether to 
grow and divide, to morph into a specific cell type 
(e.g., a muscle cell or a neuron), or even to die. These 
signals are transmitted by classes of proteins, known 
as enzymes, which modify other proteins. In many 
cancers, such as melanoma, there is an abundance of 
enzymes responsible for acetyl modification and of 
proteins that recognize this modification. Drugs that 
target these processes are being developed and are 
promising. My funded research will help me define 
how acetyl recognition works in melanoma and to 
identify which proteins implicated in the acetylation 
process are appropriate targets for therapies. In the 
end, this information will help us come up with better 
treatments.”

Jean-Philippe Lambert, PhD
Awardee 2016
University of Toronto, ON 

During the 2016 financial year, the Cancer 
Research Society awarded four grants to 
young and talented researchers.



“Cancer stem cells (CSC), thought of as 
the root of cancers, are the rare popu-
lation of cancer cells responsible for 
tumour initiation and formation. Pre-
vious work has revealed the existence 
of a unique pattern of chromosome 
organization in CSC, responsible for the 
aberrant expression of genes that normally prevent a 
cell from becoming cancerous. G9a is a protein that 
promotes the establishment of this CSC pattern and, 
as such, represents a possible therapeutic target for 
eradicating cancer. With the support of the Scholar-
ship received from the Society, I am planning to iden-
tify non-toxic, new molecules that inhibit the activity 
of G9a and alter the function of CSC, without affecting 
the integrity of normal cells. Ultimately, my work may 
lead to a new therapeutic option aimed at selectively 
targeting cancers and increasing patient survival rates. 
This fundamental work could not be accomplished 
without the support of the Cancer Research Society 
and its generous donors!” 

Yannick D. Benoit, PhD
Awardee 2016
McMaster University, ON
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“My research focuses on glioblastoma, 
a lethal and incurable brain tumour, 
with an average survival of only 11 to 
13 months. These tumours have a very 
specific way of packaging their DNA 
and if this packaging is disrupted, we 
can reduce or eliminate the ability of 
cancer cells to grow. This Scholarship from the Cancer 
Research Society will allow me and my team to better 
understand how these molecules affect DNA packaging 
in cancer cells. The final goal is to develop new therapies 
that target this cancer- specific DNA packaging and the 
responsible molecules. This approach is a significant 
departure from current treatments and gives us hope 
to achieve better clinical outcomes for patients by 
cutting the tumour at its roots.”

Marco Gallo, PhD
Awardee 2016
University of Calgary, AB 



PARTNERS WORKING  
TOGETHER FOR A CURE 

Our partners make it possible for us  
to move cancer research forward.   
With their support, we can fund more  
and more cancer research.

• Alberta Innovates
• Andy Chabot  

Research Fund
• Atlantic Cancer Research 

Institute (ACRI)
• Bergeron-Jetté Foundation
• C17 Council
• Canadian Institutes  

of Health Research
• Cancer Research Society 

Division of Epidemiology  
at McGill University

• CancerCare Manitoba 
Foundation

• Carcinoid-NeuroEndocrine 
Tumour Society Canada

• Charlotte Légaré  
Memorial Fund

• CURE Foundation
• Environment-Cancer 

FundTM, Cancer  
Research Society

• Exactis Innovation
• Fonds de recherche du 

Québec - Santé (FRQS)
• Ganotec/Marc-André 

Pigeon Research Fund
• Give for the Cure
• ISAIAH 40:31  

Memorial Fund
• Kathryn Jeanne Randle 

Memorial Fund
• Marjolaine Bazinet-Michel 

Caya Research Fund

• Merck Canada
• Ministère de l’Économie,  

de la Science et de 
l’Innovation du Québec

• Myeloma Canada
• New Brunswick Health 

Research Foundation
• Ottawa Hospital Research 

Institute
• Ovarian Cancer Canada
• Pancreatic Cancer Canada
• PROCURE Biobank/ 

Cancer Research Society 
Partnership

• Quebec Breast Cancer 
Foundation

• R. Howard Webster 
Foundation

• Read for the Cure
• Rio Tinto Alcan
• Rob Lutterman  

Memorial Fund
• Steven E. Drabin  

Research Fund
• The Guzzo Environment-

Cancer Research Chair 
of the Cancer Research 
Society in partnership with 
the Université de Montréal

• University of Alberta
• University of Calgary
• University of Ottawa

We also want to thank our new partners.

• Ann Matyas Memorial Fund
• Beatrice Hunter Cancer 

Research Institute
• Benoit Gagnon  

Research Fund 
• Breast Cancer Society  

of Canada 

• Daniel Primeau  
Research Fund 

• Jean Doré Research Fund
• Rina Primeau Memorial 

Fund

BENOIT GAGNON RESEARCH FUND  

Mr. Benoit Gagnon was a generous donor of the 
Cancer Research Society. He passed away in Janu-
ary 2015, only months after a diagnosis of T-cell  
prolymphocytic leukemia (T-PLL), a rare and aggres-
sive tumour. Before his death, Mr. Gagnon expressed 
his wish to contribute to research on this type of rare 
cancer. In honour of his wishes, his wife and children 
created the Benoit Gagnon Research Fund in 2016. 
To date, this fund has amassed enough financing to 
support a research projected by Dr. Moutih Rafei, a 
professor in Pharmacology at the University of Mont-
real. His funded research will focus on improving the 
outcomes of bone marrow transplants in patients 
with leukemia.  

“I want to thank the Gagnon family for their exceptional 
generosity. I would also like to thank the Cancer 
Research Society, which evaluated my research project 
and awarded it a joint grant with the Benoit Gagnon 
Research Fund. Be assured that we will continue to 
work tirelessly over the next few years to fight the 
terrible disease that is cancer.“

Dr. Moutih Rafei
University of Montreal, QC

From left to right: Marjorie Gagnon (daughter of Benoit Gagnon), 
Dr. Moutih Rafei (researcher at the University of Montreal), Janique 
Gagnon (daughter of Benoit Gagnon), François Gagnon (son of Benoit 
Gagnon), Andy Chabot (President and CEO, Cancer Research Society).
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THE VALUE OF  
WORKING TOGETHER

THE GROWTH OF  
PERSONALIZED MEDICINE 

Personalized treatments, including immune- and 
gene-targeted therapies, can help deliver clinical 
benefits to suitable patients, while sparing others 
from needless treatments.

However, studies designed to test experimental 
medications need to have enough patients screened 
in order to identify only those suitable for treatment 
with personalized medicine. This can become a difficult 
and costly barrier against finding such treatments.

The Cancer Research Society knows  
the importance of personalized medicine.

PUTTING OUR MONEY TO ACTION

In April 2016, personalized medicine in Canada re-
ceived a $4 million boost through the Cancer Re-
search Society, representatives from Merck Canada, 
and the New Brunswick Health Research Foundation.

Thanks to donors across the country, the Cancer 
Research Society was able to contribute to this 
exciting personalized medicine program.

The Personalize My Treatment program, or PMT, was 
developed by Exactis, a national not-for-profit organ-
ization, with funds from public and private sectors. 
Partly funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research, Exactis identifies specific categories of 
patients based on patient blood and tissue samples. 
These samples will be part of a database stratifying 
patients according to their shared molecular proper-
ties; the information will allow researchers to quickly 
identify patient-treatment matches. Ultimately, this 
innovation will decrease the number of unnecessary 
treatments and biopsies, and reduce the incidence 
of side effects because the chosen treatment will be 
specifically tailored to each patient). 

This announcement is a testament to the power of 
collaboration and to the potential for research to 
improve patient care. The Cancer Research Society 
is proud to have been part of this initiative since its 
inception. 

Left to right: Andy Chabot, Cancer Research Society; Bruno Battistini, NB Health Research Foundation; Jennifer Chan, Merck Canada; The Honourable 
Victor Boudreau, NB Minister of Health; Gerald Batist, Exactis Innovation; The Honourable Brian Gallant, NB Premier; Chirfi Guindo, Merck Canada; 
Rodney Ouellette, Atlantic Cancer Research Institute.
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OUR FUNDING ACROSS CANADA 

Here is a list of institutions that have 
received funding from the Cancer Research 
Society in the fiscal year 2015-2016.

• British Columbia Cancer Agency
• CancerCare Manitoba
• Centre de recherche du CHUM (CRCHUM) -  

Institut du cancer de Montréal
• Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal (CHUM)
• Centre hospitalier universitaire de Québec (CHUQ)
• Centre hospitalier universitaire de Sherbrooke (CHUS)
• Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario Research Institute
• Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont
• Hôpital Sainte-Justine
• Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids)
• Institut de recherches cliniques de Montréal (IRCM)
• Institut national de la recherche scientifique (INRS)
• Lady Davis Institute - Jewish General Hospital
• McGill University
• McGill University Health Centre (MUHC)
• McMaster University
• Mount Sinai Hospital - Samuel Lunenfeld Research Institute
• Ottawa Hospital Research Institute  

(formerly Ottawa Health Research Institute)
• Queen’s University
• Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre
• Université de Montréal
• Université de Sherbrooke
• Université Laval
• University Health Network (UHN)
• University of Alberta
• University of British Columbia

“The Cancer Research Society 
has shown its understanding of 
the importance of fundamental 
research in accomplishing the 
multifaceted feat of curing 
cancer. We are very grateful for 
this support and feel that the 
Society and its donors should 
be congratulated for their 
devotion to the cancer cause.”
Dr. Thomas Moss, PhD
Centre de recherche du CHUQ, QC 

• University of Calgary
• University of Guelph
• University of Manitoba
• University of Ottawa
• University of Saskatchewan

• University of Toronto
• University of Victoria
• University of Windsor
• Western University



OUR EXPERT COMMITTEES
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
This committee of experts advises the Cancer Research 
Society on the choice of its scientific orientations.    
Dr. Ivan Robert Nabi 
(President)
Dr. Dwayne Barber 
Dr. Mark Basik
Lucille Beaudet1 

Andy Chabot2 
Dr. Eduardo Franco 
Dr. Douglas Gray 
Dr. Lynne-Marie Postovit 
Dr. Donna Senger 

1 Scientific Advisor, Cancer Research Society
2 President and Chief Executive Officer, Cancer Research Society

MEDICAL EXPERT COMMITTEE
These experts help to increase visibility and to pos-
ition the Cancer Research Society as an invaluable 
reference when it comes to answering questions  
related to cancer. 
Dr. Rebecca Auer 
Dr. Mark Basik 
Dr. Julie Carrier 
Dr. Louis Gaboury 
Dr. Karen Gelmon 
Dr. Anand Ghanekar 
Dr. Michelle Ghert 

Dr. Wassim Kassouf 
Dr. Denis Soulières 
Dr. Christian Steidl 
Dr. Jean-Luc Urbain 
Dr. Peter Watson 
Dr. Sam Wiseman 
Dr. George Zogopoulos

GRANT APPLICATIONS EVALUATION COMMITTEES
In order to ensure a fair and proper administration 
of grants, the Cancer Research Society has estab-
lished a rigorous selection process that is carried out 
by our committees of experts, so that our grants are 
awarded to the best researchers and most innovative 
research projects across Canada.

EXPERT GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Dr. Jean-François Côté
Dr. Jean-Sébastien Delisle
Dr. Jim Dimitroulakos
Dr. Peter A. Greer

Dr. Jeffrey Medin 
Dr. Morag Park
Donna Senger

REVIEWERS  
Dr. Alison Allan
Dr. Deborah Anderson
Dr. Eric Asselin
Dr. Mark Basik
Dr. Nicole Beauchemin
Dr. Samuel Benchimol
Dr. Karen Beningo
Dr. Nicolas Bisson
Dr. Marie-Josée Boucher
Dr. Paul Brassard
Dr. Jean-François Cailhier
Dr. Gordon Chan
Dr. John Copeland
Dr. Jean-François Côté
Dr. Jocelyn Côté
Dr. Benoit Coulombe
Dr. Ralph DaCosta
Dr. Sambasivarao Damaraju 
Dr. David Dankort
Dr. Prithwish De
Dr. Shoukat Dedhar
Dr. Gregory A. Dekaban
Dr. Jean-Sébastien Delisle 
Dr. Jean-Simon Diallo
Dr. Jim Dimitroulakos
Dr. Jon Draper
Dr. Régen Drouin
Dr. Sabine Elowe
Dr. Marc Fabian
Dr. Ronan Foley
Dr. Andrew Freywald
Dr. Luc Gaudreau
Dr. Micheal Gold
Dr. James Gomes
Dr. Aaron Goodarzi
Dr. Peter Greer
Dr. Sevraj Grewal
Dr. Gilles Hickson
Dr. Mary Hitt
Dr. Suleiman Igdoura
Dr. Frank Jirik
Dr. Nina Jones
Dr. Russell Jones
Dr. Wassim Kassouf
Dr. Sachin Katyal
Dr. Anne Koch
Dr. Madhuri Koti
Dr. France Labrèche
Dr. Nathalie Lamarche-Vane
Dr. David LeBrun

Dr. Eric Lécuyer 
Dr. Jonathan Lee
Dr. Hon Leong
Dr. James Lim
Dr. David Lohnes
Dr. Ray Lu
Dr. Julian Lum
Dr. Mathieu Lupien
Dr. Sylvie Mader
Dr. Frederic-Antoine Mallette
Dr. Koren Mann
Dr. Paola Marignani
Dr. Luke McCaffrey
Dr. J. Andrea McCart
Dr. Bruce McKay
Dr. Jeffrey A. Medin
Dr. Greg Moorhead
Dr. Ryan Morin
Dr. Lois Mulligan 
Dr. Belinda Nicolau
Dr. Christopher J. Ong
Dr. David Picketts
Dr. Christopher Pin
Dr. Lynne-Marie Postovit
Dr. Janusz Rak
Dr. Sheela Ramanathan
Dr. Afshin Raouf
Dr. Gregor Reid
Dr. Calvin Roskelly
Dr. Philippe Roux
Dr. Luc Sabourin
Dr. Vivian Saridakis
Dr. Donna Senger
Dr. Maya Shmulevitz
Dr. Sheila Singh
Dr. Andrew Swan
Dr. David Szwajcer
Dr. Jose G. Teodoro
Dr. Jacques Thibodeau
Dr. Ivan Topisirovic
Dr. Helen Trottier
Dr. Josie Ursini-Siegel
Dr. Barbara Vanderhyden
Dr. Valerie Wallace
Dr. Chris Wallace
Dr. Michael Witcher
Dr. Xiaolong Yang
Dr. Stephen Yip
Dr. George Zogopoulos

“The goal of the Cancer Research 
Society is to fund innovative projects 
in cancer research. I am honoured to 
be a grant reviewer for the Society. 
I see first-hand the excellence that 
exists in Canada. We should be proud 
of the research prowess that exists in 
this country. Being involved with the Society allows 
me to use my knowledge to advance cancer research 
even further!” 

Dr. Mark Basik, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec 
Member of the Medical Expert Committee, and  
the Scientific Advisory Committee, and Reviewer 

We depend on our committees to ensure that we fund the best and most innovative research 
projects in cancer. Our experts also act as our ambassadors throughout Canada in the cancer research 
community. Our teams are strong and include the most distinguished Canadian scientific and medical 
researchers in oncology.
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OUR FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

WITH HOPE IN EACH STEP,  
THESE FOUR SISTERS WALK!

Ten years ago, Michelle, Caitlyn, April and Cassandra 
lost their mother, Sandy Joyce Passchier, to cancer 
– a cancer that started as breast cancer in 1995 and 
spread to her lymphatic system and sternum.  

Since that time, these four natives of Ontario have 
been determined to raise as much money as they can 
to fight cancer!

Since they began their fundraising efforts with the 
Cancer Research Society, the Passchier sisters have 
raised over $65,000 for research on nutrigenomics 
– the science of how nutrition and genes interact, 
especially in the prevention or treatment of disease.

“When we walk, it’s about walking for a cause and 
putting the maximum amount of money into research 
without getting anything in return. We are a third 
party event for the Cancer Research Society, and 
since we do the work the Society has agreed to give 
100% of the money we raise to cancer research in 
the field of our choice,” explained Michelle Kuipery. 
“Our mom was a fundraiser, so I know she would be 
happy.” 

CYCLO-GOLF 2016

Golfers and cyclists joined forces for the first time 
and raised $210,000 at the 23rd Annual Cyclo-Golf 
Classic to benefit the Cancer Research Society. 
Presented by McKesson Canada and Scotiabank, this 
event was held at the Elm Ridge Country Club, Ile 
Bizard, Quebec.

“More research is essential if we are going to improve 
the ways we prevent, detect, and treat the disease,” 
stated Board Member Mike Bouchard, who cycled in 
honour of his mother, who had breast cancer.

The newly introduced cycling component allowed 
the Classic to gather a record 200 participants. 

Since its inception in 1994, the Classic has raised 
more than $2.5 million for cancer research.

URBAN BBQTM 2016: AN APPETITE  
FOR RESEARCH SURPASSING  
ALL EXPECTATIONS!

The 3rd Annual Urban BBQTM, the most important 
signature fundraiser to benefit the Cancer Research 
Society, was held on May 25 with over 800 attendees 
from the Montreal business and artistic communities. 
Presented by RBC Royal Bank, this event held at 
Windsor Station raised $425,000.
 

Donations and fundraising activities are among the 
initiatives used by the Cancer Research Society to 
finance the best research projects across Canada.

Here is a snapshot of some of  
our fundraising activities during  
the 2015-2016 year. 

CRS CHALLENGETM PROGRAM 

The CRS ChallengeTM program is a series of fundrais-
ing travel campaigns for the Cancer Research Soci-
ety. Program participants have the opportunity to 
take on physically challenging expeditions in exotic 
locations, and in the process dig a little deeper into 
their own souls.

Congratulations to Monique Leblanc for par-
ticipating in the greatest number of Challenges. So 
far, she has raised over $100,000 for the cause!

Monique Leblanc
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1. Urban BBQTM 2016. From left to right: Terrence Galarneau (RBC), 
Domenic Pilla, Stéphane Rousseau, Martin Thibodeau (RBC),  
Tony Loffreda (RBC), Andy Chabot (Cancer Research Society).

2. The Passchier sisters. From left to right: Caitlyn Passchier,  
Cassandra Vedder, Michelle Kuipery, and April Douwes.

3. Participants of the Rob Lutterman Ski for a Cure event: From left  
to right: Jack Kivenko, Ralph Lipper, Rob Lutterman’s grandson 
Ryder Lippman, Elliott Lippman, Randy Lutterman,  
Jonathan Finkelstein, John Ramsbottom, and Sonia Chatoyan.

4. Cyclists from the Cyclo-Golf Classic 2016. 
5. Read for the Cure event, 2016. 

“We view health as a priority and because of this we 
support this cause, both financially and voluntarily, 
with the aim of raising as much money as we can 
to fund the best research in Canada,” stated Martin 
Thibodeau, President, Quebec Headquarters, RBC 
Royal Bank, and Honorary Chairman of the Urban 
BBQTM.  

Thank you to all our third-party event 
champions this year! Together, we work 
toward finding a cure for cancer!

• 15th edition of the  
Saint-Lambert Games

• 3 days base camp hiking 
trip to explore the South 
Rim of the Grand Canyon 
- Bibby Financial Services 
employees

• 4th Annual Vicki 
Woloschuck Memorial  
Golf Tournament

• Alexandra Lavoie –  
« Big bad band » show

• Brooks Roadrunner 
Football Club

• Buzz it AlOff in memory of 
my mother (Al La Cavera)

• Casa Saint-Eugène
• Chantal Leblanc  

Tennis Event
• Chicks with stix
• Geneviève Pagé -  

Journée Bougez Santé !
• Hope for Life Ball
• LaSalle Legion Dart 

Tournament
• Lave-auto pour une grande 

cause - Chocolaterie  
St-Philippe

• Les fantaisies de Lili
• Lucie Asselin Bowl-a-thon
• Marche Domaine du Rêve
• Marchethon de la Croix  

de Secours Arménienne
• Marie-France Cartier -  

On pose pose pause  
pour la cause

• Marjolaine Bazinet –  
Michel Caya Memorial Fund

• Molly & William St-Hilaire 
Fundraising activity

• Nail the cancer 2015
• Omnium de golf  

David Boutin
• Patty Shapiro’s 60th 

Birthday Celebration  
in memory of Douglas  
Brian Shapiro

• Ras-le-coco du cancer
• Read for the Cure
• Rob Lutterman Ski  

for a Cure
• Royal Canadian Legion, 

Branch 266, Pierre-Boucher
• Scotiabank Charity 

Challenge
• Soirée à la mémoire  

de Jean Doré à Pointe  
à Caillère

• Soirée spectacle -  
Marie-Ève Gauthier

• Step Up for the Cure - 
Vanier-Massey High School

• Vente de bijoux M.  
et Mme Gervais

• Vente de pâtisseries - 
Location Park Avenue

• Walk 4 a cure



THANKS TO OUR DONORS

$100,000 AND ABOVE
• Alberta Health Services
• Alberta Innovates
• CURE Foundation
• Fonds de recherche  
 du Québec – Santé
• Lemaire Family Foundation
• Merck Canada Inc.
• Mirella & Lino Saputo 
 Foundation

• PROCURE
• Quebec Breast Cancer 
 Foundation
• RBC Financial Group  
 & RBC Foundation
• Read for the Cure 
 Foundation Inc.

$25,000 TO $99,999
• Bell Canada
• Bergeron-Jetté Foundation
• BMO Cancer Research 
 Society MasterCard
• Brault & Martineau
• Breast Cancer Society  
 of Canada
• CancerCare Manitoba
• CN’s Employees’ and 
 Pensioners’ Community 
 Fund

• Conam Charitable 
 Foundation
• Innovairre Studios Inc.
• McKesson Canada
• Myeloma Canada
• Ovarian Cancer Canada
• Saputo Inc.
• University of Ottawa

$10,000 TO $24,999
• BMO Bank of Montreal
• Cadillac Fairview
• Caisse centrale Desjardins
• Desjardins Card Services
• Dunton Rainville, Barristers 
 & Sollicitors
• FCT
• Felicia and Arnold  
 Aaron Foundation
• Ganotec Inc.
• Gowling WLG
• Holand Leasing
• Oakville Community 
 Foundation

• Prosol Distribution Inc.
• Scotiabank
• Shoppers Drug Mart 
 Corporation
• Stingray
• Strategic Charitable  
 Giving Foundation
• Team TELUS Charitable 
 Giving Program
• TELUS
• The Solano
• Uniprix Group

$5,000 TO $9,999
• 152245 Canada Inc.
• Alre Properties Inc.
• Apotex
• BCF Business Law
• BDO Canada
• Canderel Management Inc.
• Cogir
• G. Bazinet Construction Inc.
• Gestion immobilière  
 Luc Maurice Inc.
• Gestion Plasse Inc.
• Gramineae Seed Farm
• Groupe Desgagnés Inc.
• Groupe Marcelle

• JCB Entrepreneurs Généraux
• L’Oréal Canada Inc.
• La Cordée
• Les Aliments Unifood Inc.
• Mono Serra Inc.
• Norton Rose Fulbright 
 Canada
• Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
• Sobeys Inc. - National 
 Pharmacy Group
• Spiegel Sohmer
• Teva Canada Ltd.
• The Tenaquip Foundation

$1,000 TO $4,999 
• 1329194 Ontario Inc.
• 2425 1761 Québec Inc.
• 3806120 Canada Inc.
• 9081-5275 Québec Inc.
• 9201-4497 Québec Inc.
• 9316-3004 Québec Inc.
• 962459 Ontario Inc.
• ABB
• Accuristix
• Actavis Pharma Company
• Addenda Capital
• Alfid Group
• Alithya
• Alvin Segal Family 
 Foundation
• American Society  
 of Plumbing
• Appcentrica Inc.
• Armstrong Monitoring
• Assistenza International
• Association of Registered 
 Interior Designers of Ontario
• ATCO Electric
• ATCO Gas
• Au Vieux Duluth
• Avila Investments Ltd.
• Beaujean Location  
 de remorques
• Beauward Shopping 
 Centres Ltd.
• Belden Canada Inc.
• Bibby Financial Services 
 (Canada) Inc.
• Biron Groupe Santé
• Bitumar Inc.
• BLG Borden Ladner  
 Gervais LLP
• BlueShore Financial
• Brooks Roadrunner 
 Football Club
• C.A.S.A. St-Eugène Inc.
• Camping Domaine  
 du Rêve Inc.
• Canadian National  
 Railway Company
• Canadian Road Builders Inc.
• Carlton Cards
• Cascades Containerboard 
 Packaging
• Cedarome Canada Inc.
• Centre Dentaire Carré 
 Léonard Trudel Inc.
• Cheverny Capital
• CIBC
• Clayton Gyotoku Fund
• Clockaudio North  
 America Inc.
• CN Railroaders  
 in the Community
• Cogeco Cable Inc.
• Conglom Inc.
• Congrégation des Filles  
 de la Providence
• Congrégation des Petites 
 Filles de St-Joseph

• Corporation des Soeurs 
 Franciscaines
• Coxworth Family  
 Holdings Ltd.
• Czybo Investments Inc.
• Daughters of Isabella #715
• Davies Ward Phillips  
 & Vineberg LLP
• Dayus Register & Grille Inc.
• Deloitte Foundation Canada
• Deschênes Group Inc.
• Dorel
• Dorssers Inc.
• E & E Hops Foundation Inc.
• École Curé-Antoine-Labelle
• Équipement Boni
• F.A.S.R.S. Imports Dragon
• Felix Homme Inc.
• Ferme Alyre Mathieu Inc.
• Ferme Avicole Bernard 
 Morin et Fils Inc.
• Fiera Capital Corporation
• Filles d’Isabelle de 
 Boucherville –  
 Cercle Mgr-Poissant #1025
• Filles d’Isabelle de Gaspé
• Fondation Hormisdas Pilon
• Fonds de solidarité FTQ
• Foundation of  
 Greater Montreal
• Frid + Russell Business 
 Products
• FTM Synergis Capital Inc.
• GardaWorld
• Gascon & Associates
• Gaz Métro Inc.
• GDM Construction Inc.
• Gestion André Waechter Inc.
• Gestion Conseil  
 Alexandre Forgues
• Gestion Rosaire Dubé Inc.
• Gilbert Séguin  
 Guilbault Lawyers
• Groupe Immobilier  
 Pertel Inc.
• Groupe MMO Inc.
• Groupe Police
• Groupe Sutton Millenia
• Habitations Trigone Inc.
• Hair Clinique Cartier
• Highlight Motor Freight Inc.
• Hospitality Designs
• HSBC Bank Canada
• Hy Bloom Inc.
• IGA Daigle de Sainte-Thérèse
• Imetrik Global Inc.
• Imprimerie Maxime
• Integro (Canada) Ltd.
• Interactive Behaviour
• Interoute Construction Ltd.
• Invera Inc.
• Investissement Québec
• Ivanhoe-Cambridge Inc.
• J.A.E. Developments Inc.
• JAMP Pharma

Thank you to our donors whose names 
appear below, and to those who have 
wished to remain anonymous. Your 
gifts have supported the cause of cancer 
research during the 2016 fiscal year.
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• Jarislowsky Fraser Ltd.
• John H. / Mary Wolfe Farm
• K+S Windsor Salt Ltd.
• KPMG
• K-W Cornerstone Paving Ltd.
• L.M. Enterprises Inc.
• Laflamme Foundation
• Langlois Kronström 
 Desjardins
• Lavery, De Billy SENCRL 
 / LLP
• Les Augustines de la 
 Miséricorde de Jésus
• Les Placements Bertrand 
 Fradet Inc.
• LVM Inc., division  
 of EnGlobe Corp.
• Mandrake Vézina Lebeau
• Manucam
• McCarthy Tétrault LLP
• McIntosh Perry Consulting 
 Engineers
• MD Communication
• Mersynergy Charitable 
 Foundation
• Metro Richelieu Inc.
• MFCI Capital
• Millenum Construction / 
 Huot Society
• Miller Thompson LLP
• Ministère de la Justice – 
 Bureau des infractions  
 et amendes
• Moneris Solutions
• Multi-Glass
• Murray & Susan Armitage 
 Foundation
• National Bank of Canada
• Novotel Montreal Centre
• Optimum Talent Inc.
• Picard & Simard Pharma Inc.
• Pierre Montpellier Plumbing
• Pius X High School 1975 
 Graduating Class
• Porter & McMillan  
 Insurance Ltd.
• Quadra Plast Inc.
• Québecor Media Inc.
• Quincaillerie Demers Inc.
• Quorum Real Estate 
 Development Inc.

• R. Brassard M.D. Inc.
• Raymond Chabot  
 Grant Thornton
• Richter
• Rideau Recognition 
 Solutions Inc.
• Ropack Pharma Solutions 
 Inc.
• Rosetown Farming Co Ltd.
• Royal Canadian Legion, 
 Lasalle Branch 212
• Russell Investments  
 Canada Ltd.
• Sandalwood Management
• Sanofi Canada
• Saryl & Stephen Gross 
 Family Foundation
• Sherbrooke & Victoria 
 Realties Inc.
• Sintra Inc.
• Sivem Pharmaceuticals
• Sky Collection
• SNC-Lavalin
• Standard General
• Standard General 
 Edmonton Inc.
• Stikeman Elliott
• Superior Tanks Ltd.
• TD Bank Business Services
• TD Wealth - Private Giving 
 Foundation
• Team Spectra Inc.
• Telesystem Ltd.
• Terus Construction Ltd.
• The Charles Norcliffe Baker 
 and Thelma Scott Baker 
 Foundation
• The John & Jeanne Eyking 
 Family Foundation
• The John Brouwer 
 Foundation
• The Ken and Roma  
 Lett Foundation
• Thibault Messier Savard  
 & Associates
• Trade Commission of Peru – 
 OCEX Toronto
• Valero Energy Inc.
• Westwood Mechanical Inc.
• Wilson Machine Co. Ltd.
• Yves R. Hamel & Associates

DONORS: INDIVIDUAL
You are one of over 188,000 individual donors who 
have financially supported the mission of the Cancer 
Research Society. THANK YOU!

DONORS : BEQUEST DONATIONS 
• Pénélope Bannout
• Daniel Barrette
• Gillian Larratt Bernard
• Marie-Thérèse Adèle 
 Bonneville de Marsangy
• Monique Brisebois
• Daniel Desgagnés
• Guy Dion
• Derek G. H. Eadie
• Joan Christina Edward
• Eileen Phyllis Forrieter

• Patricia Gardner
• Louise Gaudriot
• Claire Gélinas
• Wesley R. Grant
• Nathalie Grenier
• Robert Hallé
• Andrew Francis Higgins
• Ninette Frances Hughes
• Elizabeth Jane Knox
• Danielle Marie Lise Langlois
• Alice Elizabeth LeWarne

• Thérèse Loranger
• Israel Marovitch
• Barbara McPherson
• William Campbell McRorie
• Ingrid Katharina Mueller
• Arthur David Neil Pogson

• George William Procunier
• Walter John Rapson
• Charles Russell
• Claude St-Michel
• Bruce Urbanoski
• Robert Miles Webster

DONORS:  
THE VISIONARIES  
CIRCLE
• Jean-Paul Bolduc
• Micheline Bouchard
• Mike G. Bouchard
• Andy Chabot
• Sonia Chatoyan
• Robert Chelini
• Mario Chevrette
• Eddy Choi
• John J. Comeau
• Mr. & Mrs. Norman Dunne
• Bert Eccles
• Karen Floyd
• Fritz and Wendy Friedrich
• Helen Redies Gans
• Nathalie Giroux
• Anje Groenenberg
• Jean A. Guertin
• Joanie Gutterman
• Philippe Huneault
• Jacqueline Husson

• Rob Italiano
• Margot Landry
• Heidi Lange
• Martin Langlais
• Lise M. Larocque
• Alain Laurendeau
• Laurette Légaré
• James Robert Logie
• Katia Marquier
• André Migneault
• Louise Morin
• Elisabeth Petzke
• Beverley M. Rathwell
• Robert W. Richardt
• Thérèse Roy
• Aubrey J. Smith
• Gail Snyder
• Denis Soulières
• Joan Thompson
• Josée-France Villemure

“Cancer research is important. We all know that lives 
are extended because of research. About 16 years 
ago, my wife and I were diagnosed with cancer. 
Unfortunately, she lost her battle three years ago. 
Making my gift to cancer research brings me great 
satisfaction. I know that in some way I am helping. 
Research makes a difference and so do my gifts to 
the Cancer Research Society.”

John Comeau, Dartmouth, NS

“My wife was a longtime supporter of the Cancer 
Research Society and we talked about supporting 
the cause even after she was gone. I always feel good 
about my gifts to the Cancer Research Society. I talk 
about it a lot to my morning coffee group here in 
Sturgeon Falls. Many people don’t seem interested in 
talking about research, but I think it’s so important! 
Researchers are not only finding ways to cure cancer, 
but are also finding ways for people with cancer 
to live longer! I’m encouraging my whole family to 
support cancer research and making this a family 
affair!”

Gabriel Primeau, Sturgeon Falls, ON
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OUR FINANCIAL 
ACTIVITIES
The financial statements for the fiscal year ending 
August 31, 2016 show a solid performance with an 
increased contribution to research. The slight reduction 
of revenue is attributed mainly to decreased estate 

The Society received official accreditation through the Imagine Canada Standard program, which is awarded to orga-
nizations that demonstrate excellence in Board Governance, Financial Accountability and Transparency, Fundraising, 
Staff Management, and Volunteer Involvement.

giving, an item that is conjectural and beyond the 
Society’s ability to control. Being mindful of optimizing 
revenues and cancer research, the Society has been 
actively pursuing new partnership initiatives. This in 
turn has permitted an increase in both the number 
of research projects supported by the Society across 
Canada (to 172) and its contribution to research, 
which stands at $14.1 million or $1.2 million above the 
previous year. 

Financial  
Activities
As at August 31, 2016
(in thousands $)

2016 2015

GENERAL 
FUND

$

RESTRICTED 
FUNDS

$
TOTAL

$

GENERAL 
FUND

$

RESTRICTED 
FUNDS

$
TOTAL

$

REVENUES

Donations from public 11,014 11,014 11,027 11,027 

Major and planned gifts 1,562 444 2,006 3,499 3,499 

Fundraising projects  
and partnerships 1,885 4,686 6,571 1,972 5,520 7,492 

Investment income, realized 1,988 7 1,995 1,801 1,801 

Change in unrealized gain/
(loss) on investments (52) (52) 423 423 

16,397 5,137 21,534 18,722 5,520 24,242 

EXPENSES

Research grants 6,380 7,741 14,121 5,246  7,680 12,926 

Administration 1,575 1,575 1,394 1,394 

7,955 7,741 15,696 6,640 7,680 14,320 

Campaign expenses 6,255 8 6,263 5,906 25 5,931 

14,210 7,749 21,959 12,546 7,705 20,251 

“Excess of revenues  
over expenses (expenses 
over revenues) before 
amortization and after 
research grants” 2,187 (2,612) (425) 6,176 (2,185) 3,991 

Amortization of property, 
equipment and software 49 49 69 69 

Excess of revenues over 
expenses (expenses over 
revenues) after research 
grants 2,138 (2,612) (474) 6,107 (2,185) 3,922 
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Administration costs have remained stable at 7% 
versus 6% in 2015, the slight increase being mainly 
accounted for by lower estate giving revenue as 
mentioned above. With a healthy balance sheet 
and total assets of $31.8 million, the Society is 
well-positioned to meet all its short- and long-term 
research commitments. The Cancer Research Society 
is one of 200 charitable organizations in Canada 
accredited under the Standards Program of Imagine 
Canada, the umbrella organization of the Canadian 

charitable and not-for-profit sector. We take this 
accreditation status very seriously, as its compliance 
attests to the Cancer Research Society’s highest 
standards of governance and integrity.

Through the Imagine Canada Standard program, 
the Society received official accreditation, which is 
awarded to organizations that demonstrate excel-
lence in Board governance, financial accountability 
and transparency, ethical fundraising, staff manage-
ment, and volunteer involvement.

Financial  
Position
As at August 31, 2016
(in thousands $)

2016 2015

GENERAL 
FUND

$

RESTRICTED 
FUNDS

$
TOTAL 

$
TOTAL 

$

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash 1,308 4,231 5,539 5,961 

Accrued interest 84 84 95 

Receivables 86 86 138 

Prepaid expenses 239 239 257 

Other assets 40 40 38 

1,757 4,231 5,988 6,489 

Marketable securities  25,675 25,675 25,658 

Fixed assets 185 185 232 

27,617 4,231 31,848 32,379 

LIABILITIES 
LIABILITIES, ALL CURRENT 

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  536 536 564 

Deferred contributions  691 691 720 

1,227 1,227 1,284 

FUND BALANCES

Invested in property, equipment  
and software 185 185 232 

Endowment 116 116 115 

Externally restricted 3,936 3,936 3,687 

Internally restricted 179 179 123 

Unrestricted 26,205 26,205 26,938 

26,390 4,231 30,621 31,095 

27,617 4,231 31,848 32,379 
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